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HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES IN THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI 
NORTHWEST, 1914-1915 

Owing to certain readjustments in the fields assigned to the 
different persons preparing surveys of historical activities in the 
Mississippi valley and Canada, the region covered by the present 
paper includes the states of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and 
Colorado. As was the case in the writer's paper a year ago, 
references to materials bearing indirectly on the history of the 
entire upper Mississippi valley have oftentimes been purposely 
omitted, since such materials have been thoroughly covered in 
the paper by Mr. Buck. With a few exceptions the period cov- 
ered is that from July 1, 1914, to October 1, 1915. 

HISTORICAL AGENCIES AND THEIE WOEK 

On November 10, 1914, Mr. Solon J. Buck was elected superin- 
tendent and secretary of the Minnesota Historical Society, to 
succeed Mr. Warren Upham, who for so many years occupied 
the position of secretary. Mr. Upham has taken up the work 
of archeologist for the society, a line of research which he par- 
ticularly enjoys. As was noted in the Review last year, the sum 
of five hundred thousand dollars was appropriated for the erec- 
tion of a building for the society. Various difficulties arose 
which prevented the beginning of the work ; but by an act of the 
legislature approved on April 16, 1915, all obstacles were re- 
moved and it is now assured that building plans and operations 
will go forward without further delay. Moreover, the new legis- 
lation makes provision for the care of the state archives in the 
new building, while the supreme court, hitherto included in the 
plans, is eliminated. A new line of activity on the part of the 
society is represented by a quarterly publication, the Minnesota 
history bulletin, the first number of which appeared in February, 
1915. 

No marked changes have been made in the organization, sup- 
port, or work of the two state historical agencies in Iowa. Mr. 
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Frank E. Horack and Mr. Jacob Van der Zee, who for many 
years have devoted part of their time to the positions of secre- 
tary and research associate, respectively, in the State Historical 
Society of Iowa at Iowa City, will hereafter give their entire time 
to the State University of Iowa ; although it is expected that they 
will still find opportunity to make occasional contributions to the 
publications of the society. Miss Ethyl E. Martin will assume 
many of the duties hitherto performed by Mr. Horack, and other 
changes in the official staff of the society have been made. 

There have been some additions to the staff of the Historical 
Department of Iowa at Des Moines; and appropriations were 
made by the general assembly of Iowa last winter to enable the 
department to encourage the marking and preservation of his- 
toric sites. According to another new law the custody of the 
public archives is now vested in the curator of the historical 
department, instead of jointly in the state librarian and the 
curator as hitherto. 

In Missouri (which state was not included in the writer's sur- 
vey a year ago) there are two state historical agencies, namely, 
the State Historical Society of Missouri, established in 1898 and 
located at Columbia; and the Missouri Historical Society at St. 
Louis, organized in the year 1866. The first of these institutions 
receives its chief support from the state. It maintains a library, 
now numbering about one hundred and fifty thousand titles, and 
an historical museum, both of which have been housed in Aca- 
demic hall of the University of Missouri. At this writing, how- 
ever, it is expected that the library and museum will soon be in- 
stalled in the new fireproof library building of the university. 
The principal publication of the society is the quarterly period- 
ical known as the Missouri historical review. Mr. Francis A. 
Sampson, who has been secretary and librarian of the society 
since its organization and editor of the Review since its estab- 
lishment in 1906, resigned from these positions in May of this 
year. He has been succeeded by Mr. Floyd C. Shoemaker, for- 
merly assistant librarian. Mr. Sampson will hereafter devote 
his time to collecting historical material and compiling bibliog- 
raphies for the society. 

The Missouri Historical Society, housed in the magnificent 
Jefferson Memorial building in St. Louis, is not maintained by 
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state appropriations, but is a private institution of which Mr. 
Charles P. Pettns is secretary. It has a valuable library which 
is especially rich in manuscripts of the French and Spanish 
periods in Missouri and the Mississippi valley. The publica- 
tions issued somewhat irregularly by this society are the Mis- 
souri Historical Society collections and a Bulletin devoted to 
archeology. 

The Kansas State Historical Society, located at Topeka, was 
organized in 1875. On February 16, 1914, Mr. George W. Mar- 
tin, who as secretary for many years was largely responsible for 
the growth of the society, resigned his position on account of 
illness ; and he died on March 27. His successor in administer- 
ing the work of the society is Mr. William E. Connelley whose 
historical writings are well known. During the summer of 1914 
the society moved into the new five hundred thousand dollar Me- 
morial building, which was dedicated on May 27 of that year. 
The society has a large library and from time to time publishes 
volumes of Collections. 

No changes have been made in the general scope of the work 
of the Nebraska State Historical Society, but the last legislature 
slightly increased the biennial appropriation for the support of 
the society, and provided in addition for the paying of the bill 
for printing the Proceedings out of the general printing fund — 
thus making a total increase of three thousand dollars in the 
biennial appropriation. 

The work of the Department of History of South Dakota, as 
was noted last time, includes a larger range of activities than 
is usually undertaken by historical societies. Consequently the 
department is affected by a special appropriation of three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars for compiling the state census, granted 
by the last legislature ; by a new law somewhat modifying the 
vital statistics act ; and by the addition of one thousand dollars 
annually to the support of the free library commission. 

In North Dakota a general state budget plan has been adopted 
and hereafter all appropriations for the state historical society 
will be included in the state budget. During the summer Mr. 
Herbert C. Fish resigned from the post of curator of the library 
and museum of the society, located at Bismarck. The name of 
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his successor, if one has been chosen, has not come to the knowl- 
edge of the writer. 

The reports from Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado indicate 
that the work in these states is almost entirely restricted to the 
building up of libraries and historical collections because of the 
lack of funds with which to issue publications or carry on other 
lines of activity. The Wyoming Historical Society has received 
an increase of two hundred and fifty dollars biennially for reg- 
ular support ; and better quarters will be provided for the soci- 
ety's library when an addition to the capitol building, for which 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars was appropriated by the 
last legislature, is completed. The State Historical and Natural 
History Society of Colorado, of which Mr. J. C. Smiley is secre- 
tary, is located in a handsome building in Denver, but is lacking 
in funds with which to carry on any extensive historical work. 

PUBLICATIONS OP HISTOBICAL SOCIETIES 

Volume xv of the Collections of the Minnesota Historical Soci- 
ety (xv, 872 p.) is the last volume of this series to appear under 
the editorial supervision of Mr. Warren Upham before his re- 
tirement from the position of secretary. Space forbids the 
mention of all the numerous articles contained in this large vol- 
ume, but attention should at least be called to the following: 
"Railroad legislation in Minnesota, 1849 to 1875," by Rasmus 
S. Saby; "The five million loan," by William W. Folwell; a 
lengthy report on the Kensington rune stone; "The public land 
policy and school fund of Minnesota," by Samuel G-. Iverson; 
"Narratives of the Sioux war," by Marion P. Satterlee; 
"Northern Minnesota boundary surveys in 1822 to 1826 under 
the treaty of Ghent," by William E. Culkin; "The sale of Fort 
Snelling," by William W. Folwell; "Experiences in southwest- 
ern Minnesota, 1859 to 1867," by Lorin Cray; and "Remi- 
niscences of Minnesota politics," by Henry A. Castle. 

The Collections in the future will be devoted chiefly to docu- 
mentary material, the volumes being arranged in series dealing 
with various phases and periods of Minnesota history. Papers 
read at meetings and other historical articles which are not too 
long will henceforth find their places in the pages of the new 
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quarterly periodical, the Minnesota history bulletin, which was 
launched in February, 1915, under the editorship of Solon J. 
Buck. The magazine presents a neat appearance and, judging 
from its contents thus far, it will be a much valued addition to 
the list of Mississippi valley historical periodicals. In the three 
numbers which have been issued there appear the following 
papers and addresses: "The relation of the state to historical 
work," by Clarence W. Alvord; "The Minnesota state archives, 
their character, condition, and historical value," by Herbert A. 
Kellar; "Tribal dance of the Ojibway Indians," by William E. 
Culkin; and "Recent activities of the Wisconsin historical soci- 
ety, ' ' by Solon J. Buck. Among the source materials to be found 
under the heading of "Documents" may be mentioned a letter 
from Henry A. Swift to Governor Bamsey relative to the ref- 
ugees after the Sioux massacre of 1862, and some selections from 
the papers of William Pitt Murray. The Bulletin also contains 
book reviews and notes on historical publications and activities 
in Minnesota and other states. 

As a supplement to the May number of the Bulletin there ap- 
peared the Eighteenth biennial report of the Minnesota His- 
torical Society, covering the years 1913 and 1914. 

During the past year the State Historical Society of Iowa has 
published five large volumes, namely, the first two volumes of a 
comprehensive History of education in Ioiva a (xiv, 436 ; ix, 469 
p.), by Clarence B. Aurner, dealing with the common schools; a 
History of poor relief legislation in Iowa 1 (xiv, 404 p.), by John 
L. Gillin; a History of social legislation in Iowa 1 (xiv, 444 p.), 
by John E. Briggs ; and the second volume in the Iowa applied 
history series x (xx, 689 p.), all of which are edited by Benjamin 
F. Shambaugh. The last named volume contains the following 
papers on topics of current legislative interest: "Reorganiza- 
tion of state government in Iowa," by Frank E. Horack; "Home 
rule in Iowa," by 0. K. Patton; "Direct legislation in Iowa," by 
Jacob Van der Zee; "Equal suffrage in Iowa," by Frank E. 
Horack; "Selection of public officials in Iowa," by Henry J. 
Peterson; "Removal of public officials in Iowa," by 0. K. Pat- 
ton; "The merit system: its application to state government in 
Iowa," by Jacob Van der Zee; "Social legislation in Iowa," by 

1 To be reviewed later. 
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John E. Briggs; "Child lahor legislation in Iowa," by Fred E. 
Haynes; and "Poor relief legislation in Iowa," by John L. 
Gillin. 

Volumes in and rv of Mr. Aurner's History of education in 
Iowa, dealing with secondary education and the state educational 
institutions, respectively, are now in press. 

In the pages of the Iowa journal of history and politics, the 
quarterly publication of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 
there have been printed during the past year the following 
articles: "Pur trade operations in the eastern Iowa country 
from 1800 to 1833," by Jacob Van der Zee; "The public domain 
as a field for historical study," by Louis Pelzer; "Early history 
of lead mining in the Iowa country," by Jacob Van der Zee; 
"Text-book legislation in Iowa," by 0. E. Klingaman; "The 
Half-breed Tract," by Jacob Van der Zee ; "The career of Jacob 
Eich," by George E. Eoberts; "The Neutral Ground," by Jacob 
Van der Zee; "The grasshopper plagues in Iowa," by John E. 
Briggs; and "The Black Hawk war and the treaty of 1832," by 
Jacob Van der Zee. 

Moreover, in the same periodical there have appeared the fol- 
lowing source materials : two selections from the autobiography 
of John A. Nash, an early Baptist minister in Iowa, under the 
titles "Some episodes in the early history of Des Moines" and 
"John A. Nash and the early history of Des Moines College," 
both with introduction and notes by Dan E. Clark ; a deposition 
of one Edward Brooks relative to "The oldest land titles in the 
state of Iowa, ' ' edited by Jacob Van der Zee ; and a report of a 
visit of two eastern Quakers to the Indians of Iowa in 1842, with 
a note by Dan E. Clark. 

Among the articles which have been published since April, 
1914, in the Annals of Iowa, issued quarterly at Des Moines by 
the Historical Department of Iowa, are : a brief appreciation of 
William B. Allison; "Early commercial traveling in Iowa," by 
Prank M. Mills; "A republic within the confederacy and other 
recollections of 1864, " by "W. A. Duckworth ; ' ' Early Iowa Indian 
treaties and boundaries," by the late Alonzo Abernethy ; "Foun- 
dation of modern geologic science in America," by Charles 
Keyes; "Some additional materials on the Spirit Lake mas- 
sacre"; "Jefferson county politics before the civil war," by 



390 Dan Elbert Clark M.V.H.B. 

Charles J. Fulton; "John I. Blair and his associates in railway- 
building in Iowa," by B. L. Wick; "The great seals of Iowa," 
by C. C. Stiles ; a memoir of John F. Lacey, by William T. Horn- 
aday ; "Principles of classification in archives," by Ethel B. Vir- 
tue; "Reciprocity in historical materials," by Lawrence J. Bur- 
pee; "Public archives of Iowa," by 0. 0. Stiles; and "The story 
of an emigrant train," by J. W. Cheney. 

In the Annals of Iowa may also be found the following source 
materials: "The writings of Judge George G-. Wright"; some 
selections from the "Private archives of Governor Kirkwood," 
edited by Edgar R. Harlan; and "The engagement at Jenkin's 
Ferry," being an extract from the diary of William L. Nicholson. 

The editorial department of this same periodical, furthermore, 
contains, among other things, notes relative to the discovery of 
coal in the Mississippi valley by the French; the size of the herds 
of buffalo seen on the plains in the early days ; the identity of 
the "Jeffreon" river mentioned in the Sauk and Fox treaty of 
November 3, 1804 ; the preservation, use, and administration of 
archives ; and motion picture films as historical material. As a 
separate publication the department has issued a tentative bib- 
liography of "Iowa authors and their works," compiled by Miss 
Alice Marple, who is preparing a much larger and more com- 
plete work for future publication. 

Aside from the biennial reports the only publication issued by 
the State Historical Society of Missouri at Columbia is the quar- 
terly Missouri historical review. Beginning with the number 
for July, 1914, this periodical has contained the following 
articles, among others: "Echoes of Indian emigration," by 
David W. Eaton; "An old Missouri town, Napton, Saline coun- 
ty/' by Rollins Bingham; "Mormon troubles in Carroll county," 
by Susan H. Whiteman; "A sketch of Missouri constitutional 
history during the territorial period," by Floyd C. Shoemaker; 
"Travel into Missouri in October, 1838," by Edward Zimmer- 
man; a biographical sketch of Garland Carr Broadhead and a 
bibliography of his publications, prepared by Darling K. Greger ; 
"Books on early travel in Missouri," by Francis A. Sampson; 
"Harmony mission and Methodist missions," by G. C. Broad- 
head ; a list of Missouri river boats in 1841, with the names of 
their captains; "Nathaniel Patten, pioneer editor," by F. F. 
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Stephens; a "Bibliography of the Missouri press association," 
by Francis A. Sampson; "Six periods in Missouri history," by 
Floyd C. Shoemaker; and " 'Missouri Day' programs for Mis- 
souri club women," by Floyd 0. Shoemaker. 

Major Alphonso Wetmore's diary of a journey to Santa Fe 
in 1828 ; a letter written by George Sibley in 1820 describing the 
Indians' mode of life in Missouri and in what is now Kansas; 
and a list of marriages copied from the Carroll county marriage 
record are source materials printed in the Review. 

Volume iv, number 3 of the Missouri Historical Society col- 
lections issued in 1914 is the last publication of the Missouri His- 
torical Society located at St. Louis. "The removal of the judges 
of the supreme court of Missouri in 1865," by Thomas K. Skin- 
ker; "Founding and location of William Jewell College," by 
L. M. Lawson; "Sketch of Isidor Bush," by Jacob Furth; 
"Madame Beaulieu, a colonial dame," by Adeline P. "Wagoner; 
"The two forts at Sandusky bay," by Charles A. Hanna; and 
'"Has the site of Fort Orleans been discovered?" by Ed. C. Hill, 
are papers to be found in this number. In addition, the volume 
contains the "Instructions of Jacques Toutant Beauregard to 
his son concerning a voyage to the Illinois, 1779," translated by 
Nettie H. Beauregard; and the seventh instalment of the "Eecol- 
lections of an old actor," by Charles A. Krone. 

The Nineteenth biennial report of the Kansas State Historical 
Society contains, besides the usual reports, proceedings, and in- 
formation concerning the work of the society for the preceding 
two years, a roster of all the territorial and state officers of Kan- 
sas since 1854. The thirteenth volume of the Collections of the 
society is now in press. 

Although the seventeenth volume of the Collections of the 
Nebraska State Historical Society appears to have been pub- 
lished in 1913 it did not come into the hands of the writer until 
after the survey for the year 1913-1914 was made. Among the 
many papers in the volume those which are perhaps of the most 
general interest are the following: "The work of the historical 
society," by John Lee Webster; "Nebraska, mother of states," 
by Albert Watkins; "Life among the Indian tribes of the 
plains," "The Indian woman," and "Systematic ethnologic in- 
vestigation," all by James Mooney; "A tragedy of the Oregon 
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trail," by George "W. Hansen; "The Oregon recruit expedition," 
by Albert Watkins; "Influence of overland travel on the early 
settlement of Nebraska," by H. Q. Taylor; "First steamboat 
trial trip up the Missouri," by Albert Watkins; "Adventures 
on the plains," by Dennis Farrell; "How shall the Indian be 
treated historically?" by Harry L. Keefe; "Importance of the 
study of local history," by James F. Le Rossignol; "The path- 
finders, the historic background of civilization," by Heman C. 
Smith; "A study in the ethnobotany of the Omaha Indians," by 
Melvin R. Gilmore; and "Some native Nebraska plants "with 
their uses by the Dakota," by the same writer. 

Another volume of Collections and a volume of Proceedings 
are now in press. It is to be noted that these series will be pub- 
lished separately in the future. 

In 1914 volume vn of the South Dakota Historical Collections 
was issued by the department of history. The most important 
contribution contained in this volume is a study of "The Veren- 
drye explorations and discoveries," by Charles E. De Land, 
which occupies about two hundred and twenty-five pages and in 
which special attention is given to the finding of the Verendrye 
plate at Fort Pierre in February, 1913. Among the shorter 
articles may be mentioned : ' ' Colonial claims and South Dakota, ' ' 
by Charles E. De Land; and the "Verendrye calendar," by 
Doane Robinson. Moreover, the volume contains considerable 
source material, such as the Verendrye journals of 1738-1739 
and 1742-1743; a translation of the journal of Jean Baptiste 
Trudeau describing his journey up the Missouri river in 1794 
and 1795, with an introduction and notes; A. B. Donaldson's 
journal of the Black hills expedition of 1874; and Custer's re- 
port of the same expedition, under the heading, "Opening the 
Black Mils." 

Pamphlet publications issued by the department include an 
illustrated description of its own work, a statehouse guide and 
directory, the eighth annual report of the division of vital sta- 
tistics, a review of the progress of South Dakota for 1914, and 
a descriptive catalog of the South Dakota state museum. The 
report of the third state census, compiled by the department, is 
in press, and volume vin of the Collections is being prepared for 
publication. 
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The fourth volume of the Collections of the State Historical 
Society of North Dakota, which recently appeared, is a large 
volume containing much valuable material. William H. Elznic 
discusses the "Bohemians in Eichland county"; Eoy Thompson 
■writes on "The first Dunker colony of North Dakota"; and the 
"History of the early Presbyterian church of North Dakota" is 
related by James P. Schell. Then comes a study of the "Loca- 
tion and survey of the northern international boundary line," 
by Ethel J. May, in connection with which, as an appendix, is 
the journal of J. E. Bangs. Lastly among the secondary mate- 
rial is a monograph on "The Hudson's Bay company and the 
Red river trade," by Hattie Listenfelt. In appendices to this 
monograph may also be found source materials, such as peti- 
tions, letters, licenses, and other papers dealing with phases of 
the fur trade. Following this contribution over one hundred 
pages are devoted to the Dakota territorial census of 1885. The 
remaining half of the volume is taken up with two important 
sources, namely, the "Summary of evidence in the controversy 
between the Hudson's Bay company and the North-West com- 
pany," reprinted from the papers relative to the Red river 
settlement, 1815-1819, ordered by the house of co mm ons to be 
printed in 1819 ; and "The minutes of the council of the northern 
department of Rupert's Land 1830-1843," with an introduction 
by Isaac Cowie, who was formerly a wintering partner in the 
Hudson's Bay company. 

Volume vm of the Contributions published by the Montana 
Historical and Miscellaneous Library has been ready for the 
press for some time, but there are no funds available with which 
to proceed with the printing. 

Turning to the publications of historical societies other than 
those of the Trans-Mississippi Northwest, mention should first 
be made of material in the Mississippi Valley Historical Re- 
view and the Proceedings of the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Association. In the former during the past year there has been 
very little relating to the history of the region covered in this 
paper. A note concerning early German settlers on the lower 
Missouri, communicated by Orin G. Libby; a paper on "Diplo- 
macy concerning the Santa Fe road," by William R. Manning; 
a discussion of "Some new-found records of the Lewis and Clark 
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expedition," by Milo M. Quaife; and an article on "British car- 
tography of the Mississippi valley in the eighteenth century," 
by Susan M. Reed may be listed. 

On the other hand, volume vn of the Proceedings contains 
several papers on phases of the history of this region, namely: 
"The Cheyenne Indians in North Dakota," by George F. Will; 
"The preservation of landmarks," by Jean M. Stevens; "Ex- 
plorations and surveys of the Minnesota and Eed rivers," by 
Warren Upham; "The soldier, the advance guard of civiliza- 
tion," by Henry Hale; "Montana as a field for historical re- 
search," by Frank H. Garver; "The westward movement in the 
upper Mississippi valley during the fifties," by Dan E. Clark; 
"The Verendrye plate," by Doane Robinson; and "The Hud- 
son's Bay company's monopoly of the fur trade at the Red 
river settlement, 1821-1850," by Chester Martin. 

The only article in the American historical review during the 
past twelve months which in any way touches this field is one 
by Isaac J. Cox on "General Wilkinson and his later intrigues 
with the Spaniards." In the Annual report of the American 
Historical Association for 1911 there is a report on the "Public 
archives of Colorado," by James F. Willard. The Proceedings 
of the ninth annual conference of historical societies contains a 
report of the committee having charge of the work of calendar- 
ing the French archives relating to the Mississippi valley. 
Moreover, in the pages of the History teacher's magazine, 
among others, there have appeared the following articles: "The 
activities of the State Historical Society of Iowa," by Louis B. 
Schmidt; "The agrarian history of the United States as a sub- 
ject for research," by William J. Trimble; and the report of the 
committee of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association on 
the certification of high school teachers of history. 

In tbe fourteenth volume of the Jahrbuch der deutsch-amer- 
ikanischen Gesellschaft von Illinois there is a monograph on 
"The Germans in the gubernatorial campaign of Iowa in 1859," 
by F. I. Herriott. The Transactions of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society for the year 1912 (published in 1914) contains, 
among many others, a paper entitled "Some reminiscences of 
pioneer Rock Island women," in which mention is made of a 
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number of people prominent in the early history of Iowa. In 
the October, 1914, number of the Journal published quarterly by 
the same society may be found accounts of the celebration of the 
one hundredth anniversary of the battles of Campbell's island 
and Credit island. 

The Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
for 1914 contains much material of interest to students of trans- 
Mississippi history. For instance, there may be noted a paper 
on "The Spanish domination of upper Louisiana," by Walter 
B. Douglass; the "Recollections of Antoine Grignon," an early 
fur trader in the upper Mississippi valley; a discussion of "The 
influence of the whites on Winnebago culture," by Paul Eadin; 
a brief article on "La Verendrye's farthest west," by Doane 
Robinson; and the journal of "T. Turnbull's travels from the 
United States across the plains to California," edited with in- 
troduction and notes by Frederic L. Paxson. 

Out on the Pacific coast the Quarterly of the Oregon Historical 
Society for September, 1914, contains the diary of Samuel R. 
Thurston, who lived for a time at Burlington, Iowa, where he 
was a prominent editor, and who later became the first delegate 
to congress from Oregon ; a letter of Quincy Adams Brooks tell- 
ing of a journey across the plains to Oregon in 1851 ; and some 
data relative to the members of the Oregon constitutional con- 
vention of 1857, many of whom were prominent in Missouri and 
Iowa before going to the Pacific Northwest. In the December, 
1914, number of the Quarterly there is reprinted some material 
relative to emigration from Iowa to Oregon in 1843. Finally, in 
the March, 1915, number may be found the "Correspondence of 
the Reverend Ezra Fisher," who was a pioneer Baptist mission- 
ary in Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Oregon. 

OTHER HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS 

To say nothing of scores of county histories, or of much valu- 
able historical and biographical material which has been printed 
in newspapers and local periodicals, the past year has brought 
forth a considerable list of publications, other than those of state 
historical societies, bearing on the history of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Northwest. 
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The following publications touching the history of the region 
as a whole should be mentioned : The winning of the far West, 2 
by Robert M. McElroy (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, x, 384 
p.) ; The political and sectional influence of the public lands, 
1828-1842* by Eaynor G. Wellington (Cambridge: The River- 
side Press. 131 p.) ; Kit Carson days, 1809-1868, * by Edwin L. 
Sabin (Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. xv, 669 p.) ; The Scan- 
dinavian element in the United States, 5 by Kendric C. Babcock 
(Urbana: University of Illinois. 223 p.) ; A history of the west- 
ern boundary of the Louisiana purchase, 6 by Thomas M. Mar- 
shall (Berkeley: University of California Press, xiii, 266 p.) ; 
Fremont and '49, 7 by Frederick S. Dellenbaugh (New York: 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, xxiii, 547 p.) ; The French in the heart 
of America, 3 by John Finley (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, x, 431 p.) ; a pamphlet published by the department of 
the interior containing data concerning the areas of the acquisi- 
tions of territory to the United States and the areas of the vari- 
ous states, territories, and possessions, together with a diagram 
showing the historical development of the states ; A guide to the 
materials in London archives for the history of the United States 
since 1?83, 9 by Charles 0. Paullin and Frederic L. Paxson 
(Washington : The Carnegie Institution of Washington) ; a pam- 
phlet entitled the Story of the lost trail to Oregon, by Ezra 
Meeker (Seattle: published by the author); the Narrative of 
Geo. J. Kellogg from 1849 to 1915, being a brief account of the 
life of a California gold-seeker (privately printed) ; and the 
third volume of Kappler's Indian affairs, laivs and treaties 
(Washington: Government Printing Office). The series of ar- 
ticles by Frederick M. Davenport entitled ''On the trail of prog- 
ress and reaction in the West," which appeared in the Outlook 
this spring, also deserves mention in this connection. 

A large number of doctoral dissertations reported as in prog- 

2 Eeviewed ante, 1 : 598. 

3 To be reviewed later. 
* Eeviewed ante, 1: 601. 

5 Eeviewed in this number. 
« Eeviewed ante, 2 : 149. 
7 Eeviewed ante, 1 : 603. 
s Eeviewed ante, 2 : 286 
9 Eeviewed ante, 1 : 445. 
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ress at the principal American universities in December, 1914, 
seem from their titles to have some bearing on the region under 
discussion, while others are clearly in this field, as will be seen 
from the list which follows : ' ' The history of the admission of 
new states into the union," by Lucia von Lueck Becker (Chi- 
cago) ; "The spirit of expansion in the United States prior to 
1860," by A. H. Buffington (Harvard); "The confirmation of 
foreign land titles in the acquired territories of the United 
States," by T. P. Martin (Harvard) ; "The American state 
executive," by 0. H. Crennan (Pennsylvania) ; "The history of 
the copper industry in the United States," by F. E. Richter 
(Harvard) ; "The history of the meat packing industry in the 
United States," by E. H. Hahne (Harvard) ; "A history of rail- 
road capitalization in the United States," by T. F. Leilich (Cor- 
nell) ; "The development of prairie agriculture," by F. L. Cum- 
mings (Chicago) ; "History of economic legislation in Iowa," by 
Ivan L. Pollock (Iowa); "Social movements, 1825-1860," by 
Florence Eobinson (Wisconsin) ; "The public land system in the 
thirties," by Marie P. Dickore ("Wisconsin); "Political group- 
ing, 1832-1840: the rise of the whig party," by E. E. Eobinson 
(Wisconsin); "The locofoco movement," by E. A. Kincaid 
(Harvard) ; "Wheat production and the wheat and flour trade 
in the United States since 1860," by Wilfred Eldred (Harvard) ; 
"The liberal republican movement," by E. D. Boss (Cornell) ; 
"History of the Santa Fe railroad," by G. D. Bradley (Mich- 
igan) ; "The historical geography of the lead region of Illinois- 
Wisconsin-Iowa," by B. H. Shockel (Chicago); "The woolen 
industry in the Mississippi valley prior to the introduction of 
the factory system," by H. H. Bass (Harvard); "Organized 
railroad-booming in the Mississippi valley, 1837-1857," by E. S. 
Cotterill (Wisconsin) ; "The historical geography of St. Paul," 
by C. J. Posey (Chicago); "The historical geography of the 
Ozark region of Missouri," by C. O. Sauer (Chicago) ; "The his- 
tory of Protestant missions to the Sioux and Chippewa In- 
dians," by L. F. Jackson (Harvard); "The formation of the 
Colorado territory," by J. L. Kingsbury (Chicago) ; and "The 
populist movement in Colorado, 1890-1896," by L. P. Fox (Penn- 
sylvania). 

The literature concerning the Indians of this region which has 
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been published during the past twelve months has not been vo- 
luminous. Mention should first be made of Warren K. Moore- 
head's volume on The American Indian in the United States 10 
(Andover, Mass. : The Andover Press. 440 p.). C. E. Green of 
Olathe, Kansas, has published a pamphlet dealing with the band 
of Sauk and Fox Indians which remained in Kansas for sixteen 
years after the other members of the tribe had departed. M. E. 
Harrington is the author of a volume on the Sacred bundles of 
the Sac and Fox Indians 11 which has been issued by the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania museum. Two books by Katherine B. Jud- 
son containing myths and legends of the great plains and of the 
Mississippi valley have come from the press of A. C. McClurg 
and company, of Chicago. 12 

In the Anthropological papers of the American Museum of 
Natural History there have appeared the following monographs : 
"Pawnee Indian societies," by James E. Murie; "Societies of 
the Arikara Indians," by Eobert H. Lowie; "Societies of the 
Iowa," "Kansa organizations," and "Ponca societies and 
dances," all by Alanson Skinner; "Dances and societies of the 
plains Shoshone," by Eobert H. Lowie; and "The sun dance of 
the Crow Indians," by Eobert H. Lowie. 

Bulletin 46 issued by the bureau of American ethnology of the 
Smithsonian Institution contains "A dictionary of the Choctaw 
Indian language," prepared by Cyrus Byington, for many years 
a missionary among these Indians, and edited by John E. Swan- 
ton and Henry S. Halbert. Finally, in the October-December, 
1914, number of the Journal of American folk-lore appear three 
articles, namely: "Eeligion of the North American Indians," by 
Paul Eadin; "Mythology and folk-tales of the North American 
Indians," by Franz Boaz; and "The social organization of the 
Indians of North America," by A. A. Goldenweiser. 

A number of publications dealing with the history of the vari- 
ous states in this region may also be listed. For Minnesota 
there are the following : volumes n and in of the Studies in the 
social sciences published by the University of Minnesota, name- 
ly: Federal land grants to the states with special reference to 

io Reviewed ante, 2: 292. 

w To be reviewed later. 

12 The latter of the two volumes is reviewed ante, 2 : 137. 
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Minnesota, 16 by Matthias Nordberg Orfield, and Early economic 
conditions and the development of agriculture in Minnesota, 13 
by Edward V. Robinson; a volume of reminiscences of early 
settlers of Minnesota, published by the Minnesota society of the 
Daughters of the American Eevolution and printed at Austin by 
the F. H. McCulloch Printing company; a Social and economic 
survey of a community in northeastern Minnesota, by Grustav P. 
Warber, and a Social and economic survey of a community in 
the Red river valley, by Louis H. D. Weld, both published by 
the University of Minnesota; a number of papers relating to 
municipal government in the Proceedings of the second annual 
conference of the League of Minnesota Municipalities ; and an 
article by Theodore Blegen in the July, 1915, number of TJng- 
dommens ven, a Norwegian periodical published in Minneapolis, 
in which there is a description of the plans of the Minnesota 
Historical Society for the collection of materials relative to the 
Scandinavian element in the United States. 

The following publications relative to Iowa have been noted: 
Reminiscences, by William Fletcher King, who was president 
of Cornell College at Mt. Vernon, Iowa, for a long period of time 
(New York and Cincinnati: The Abingdon Press. 716 p.) ; Per- 
sonal recollections, by Grenville M. Dodge (Council Bluffs: The 
Monarch Printing Co. 237 p.) ; The blue booh of Iowa women, 
compiled by Winona E. Beeves ; a history of Medicine in Iowa 
from its earliest settlement to 1876, by D. S. Fairchild, reprinted 
from the Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society ; and a book 
of over one hundred and twenty pages containing tributes to the 
late George D. Perkins, editor of the Sioux City Journal and 
former congressman from Iowa. 

In the Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science for 1914 
are two articles of historical interest : a "Memorial note on Seth 
Eugene Meek," by Charles Keyes; and a discussion of the "In- 
dian pottery of the Oneota or Upper Iowa river region in north- 
eastern Iowa," by Ellison Orr. The Journal of history, pub- 
lished quarterly at Lamoni, Iowa, by the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, contains materials concern- 
ing the history of that church. In the first number of the Iowa 

i'3 To be reviewed later. 
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law bulletin, published in January, 1915, at the State University 
of Iowa, there is an article on "The Iowa codes," by the late 
Emlin McClain. Midland schools, published at Des Moines, has 
contained several articles during the past year on phases of the 
educational history of Iowa, "The financial growth of Daven- 
port" is described in the Northwestern banker for June, 1915. 

Missouri history is dealt with in at least four important pub- 
lications, as follows: Missouri: the center state, by Walter B. 
Stevens (Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co. 2 v.) ; The 
book and words of the pageant and masque of St. Louis, by 
Thomas W. Stevens and Percy Mackaye (St. Louis: Pageant 
Drama Association. 104 p.) ; Slavery in Missouri, 1804-1865,^ 
by H. A. Trexler, published in 1914 in the Johns Hopkms Uni- 
versity studies; and a brief monograph on The loan office experi- 
ment in Missouri, 1821-1836, by Albert J. McCulloch, in the Bul- 
letin of the University of Missouri, volume xv, number 24. 

Dodge City, the cowboy capital, by Eobert M. Wright (New 
York: Shakespeare Press. 344 p.); A history of Kansas, by 
Anna E. Arnold (Topeka: State Printing Plant. 250 p.) ; and 
Kansas' great progress under prohibition, by G. H. Hodges 
(Topeka: State Printing Plant), are publications relating to 
Kansas. 

For Nebraska there may be mentioned the Nebraska blue book 
and historical register, 1915, edited by Addison E. Sheldon and 
published by the Nebraska legislative reference bureau ; and vol- 
ume ix, number 1, of the Nebraska Academy of Science Publica- 
tions, which contains a brief study of ' ' The Nebraska aborigines 
as they appeared in the nineteenth century," by Michael A. 
Shine; an outline of the "University of Nebraska seminar 
studies in Nebraska history, political science and economics," 
and a note on "Early maps of the Nebraska country," by C. E. 
Persinger. The Nebraska society of the Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Eevolution has in press a volume of pioneer reminiscences. 

In this connection attention should be called to Senate docu- 
ment, number 522 of the second session of the sixty-third con- 
gress, which contains "A history of guaranty of bank deposits" 
in Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota from 
1908 to 1914. 

i* Reviewed in this number. 
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Historical articles which have appeared in the Quarterly Jour- 
nal of the University of North Dakota during the past year in- 
clude the following: "Making 'a pageant of the North-west,' " 
by Frederick H. Koch; "The medicine man and some of his mod- 
ern successors," by Harvey E. French; "The work of the North 
Dakota tax commission," by Luther E. Birdzell; "The evolution 
of America," by Frank L. McVey; "Some debt histories of 
North Dakota cities," by James E. Boyle; and "Some facts con- 
cerning the Germans of North Dakota," by William G. Bek. 
Furthermore, there has been printed The booh of a pageant of 
the Northwest (Grand Forks: Times-Herald Publishing Co. 
80 p.). 

Books relating to the history of Wyoming and Colorado are : a 
revised and enlarged edition of The Yellowstone National park: 
historical and descriptive, by Hiram M. Chittenden (Cincinnati: 
Stewart & Kidd. vii, 350 p.) ; Letters of a woman homesteader, ts 
by Mrs. Elinore Stewart (Boston : Houghton, Mifflin Co.) ; Ranch 
life and other sketches, by M. H. Fitch (Pueblo : Franklin Press 
Co. 309 p.) ; and a revised edition of The story of Estes Park, 
by Enos A. Mills (Long's Peak: published by the author). 

ACQUISITION OF SOUBCE MATBEIALS 

The source material acquired by the historical societies of the 
Trans-Mississippi Northwest since July, 1914, has not been very 
extensive, but there have been a few notable accessions. In Au- 
gust, 1914, there was presented to the Minnesota Historical 
Society a large collection of the papers of Ignatius Donnelly, 
numbering about fifty thousand separate items. In November 
of the same year Mrs. Winifred Murray Doming presented to 
the society about seventy-five important documents and papers 
belonging to her father, the late William Pitt Murray of St. Paul. 
Again, there was recently discovered in the basement of the old 
capitol building at St. Paul a trunk containing the papers of 
James W. Taylor, who was prominent as a railroad promoter in 
Minnesota and later was appointed by the treasury department 
of the United States government to investigate the problem of 
reciprocal relations with Canada, and who from 1870 to 1893 
was United States consul at Winnipeg. Other manuscript ac- 

15 Reviewed in this number. 
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cessions of the society include a collection of reports made to 
the forestry commissioner of Minnesota in 1910 ; abont two hun- 
dred maps dating from 1865 to 1910, many of which will be useful 
to students of upper Mississippi valley history ; and some scrap- 
books, letters, and documents donated by Hanford L. Gordon, 
an early settler of Minnesota. Moreover, the society has ini- 
tiated a movement to collect materials relative to the Scandi- 
navian element in the population of the United States. 

Eecent additions to the collections of the Historical Depart- 
ment of Iowa at Des Moines include a file of the minutes of the 
Iowa conference of the Methodist Episcopal church from 1855 
to 1890 ; a set of the catalogs of Iowa Wesleyan University from 
1854 to 1901 ; and a large collection of the correspondence of the 
late John F. Lacey, one of the most prominent members of the 
bar of Iowa and a former congressman from that state. This 
correspondence is now being arranged and classified. 

The Missouri Historical Society at St. Louis reports the acqui- 
sition of an unsigned journal of a voyage up the Missouri river 
covering the period from May, 1812, to March, 1813, probably 
written by the storekeeper of Lisa's expedition of 1812 ; the jour- 
nal of an expedition to New Mexico conducted first by General 
S. "W. Kearny and afterwards by Colonel A. W. Doniphan in 
1846-1847, kept by M. B. J. Edwards ; a letter written by Meri- 
wether Lewis a few weeks before his death; some Chouteau 
manuscripts containing much valuable material on the fur trade 
on the Missouri river and in the Southwest; and substantial 
additions on the subject of western travels. 

While a number of manuscripts have been received and col- 
lected by the Kansas State Historical Society, there have been 
none of particular note. The Department of History of South 
Dakota has acquired a collection of the private papers of Gen- 
eral John Blair Smith Todd, which have not yet been arranged 
or calendared. Fifty historical books from the library of Gen- 
eral Todd have also been received. 

THE MARKING OP HISTORIC SITES 

It is gratifying to note that interest continues to grow in the 
erection of monuments and the marking of historic sites in this 
country. In November, 1914, a statue to General James Shields 
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was unveiled in the Minnesota capitol building, and more recent- 
ly another memorial to General Shields has been erected and 
dedicated on the courthouse square at Carrollton, Missouri. 

Citizens of Davenport, Iowa, are interested in a project to 
secure funds for the erection of a monument to mark the site of 
the battle of Credit island, fought in September, 1814. A marker 
on the site of Fort Purdy near Denison, Iowa, erected by the 
Denison chapter of the Daughters of the American Eevolution, 
was unveiled in September, 1914. The city council of Sioux City 
has made provision for the preservation in Stone park of one of 
the oldest houses in the city — a house built in 1856; while a 
marker has been placed on the site of the first house built in 
Grinnell, Iowa. The Swedish- American Society of Iowa is rais- 
ing funds with which to erect a monument to John Ericsson on 
the capitol grounds at Des Moines. Provision was made by the 
thirty-sixth general assembly for the marking of the site of the 
first state fair grounds at Fairfield, Iowa. On August 18, 1915, 
occurred the dedication of the homestead and estate of the late 
James B. Weaver at Bloomfield, Iowa, to use as a public park. 
Again, a newspaper item states that an effort will be made to 
secure for a state park the spot on the Mississippi river south 
of McGregor which Lieutenant Pike recommended as a site for 
a fort ; and it has also been suggested that the site of the Spirit 
Lake massacre should be purchased and turned into a state park. 
Finally, as was above stated, the last legislature made two small 
appropriations to enable the Historical Department of Iowa to 
encourage the preservation and marking of historic sites in Iowa. 

In Missouri a marker has been placed over the former grave 
of Daniel Boone; a memorial to General Sterling Price was 
erected at Keytesville in June, 1915 ; and the Missouri society of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution is making plans for 
the marking of the El Camino Real. The Santa Fe trail has 
been marked through Kansas, and plans are being made for the 
marking of the Oregon trail. 

The marking of the last named trail across Nebraska by the 
Nebraska State Historical Society and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution has been practically completed. The ap- 
propriation of two thousand dollars by the legislature for this 
purpose has been exhausted and about seventy monuments have 
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been erected, ranging in cost from twenty-five to five hundred 
dollars. A large part of the cost of these monuments "was raised 
by popular subscription in the communities along the trail. The 
two organizations above named, together with other historical 
and patriotic societies, will now undertake to mark the Mormon 
trail or California road from the Missouri river west to the 
Wyoming line along the north side of the Platte river. 

The spot near Fort Pierre, South Dakota, where the Veren- 
drye plate was found has been fittingly marked. Historic sites 
in North Dakota which have either been marked or for which 
plans are being made include the site of old Fort Lincoln, the 
Kildeer battlefield of 1864, and the scene of the siege of an emi- 
grant train under Captain Fisk in 1864. In October, 1914, a 
bronze tablet commemorative of the services of Sacajawea, the 
Indian woman, was dedicated at Three Forks, Montana, under 
the auspices of the Daughters of the American Eevolution. This 
same organization in Wyoming secured in 1913 a state appro- 
priation of twenty-five hundred dollars and in 1915 an additional 
five hundred for the marking of the Oregon trail and other his- 
toric sites in Wyoming. 

ETHNOLOGICAL AND ARCHEOLOGICAL WORK 

As has already been noted, since retiring from the office of 
secretary of the Minnesota Historical Society, Mr. Warren Up- 
ham has taken up the work of archeologist for the society. 

Early in December, 3914, there was installed in the rooms of 
the Davenport Academy of Sciences at Davenport, Iowa, a col- 
lection of relics and other material illustrative of the history and 
customs of the Fox Indians. The collection was made by Tru- 
man Michelson of the bureau of American ethnology who has 
spent much time in studying the members of this tribe in Tama 
county, Iowa. 

The large collection of archeological and ethnological material 
pertaining to the Mississippi valley in the possession of the Mis- 
souri Historical Society at St. Louis has been classified, labelled, 
and displayed in such a manner as to be available for study. An 
archeological section of the Kansas State Historical Society has 
recently been organized. Much material has been collected, but 
it has not been classified. The Department of History of South 
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Dakota is mapping and describing such archeological remains as 
exist in the state. In North Dakota the state historical society 
is conducting a study of the village sites of the Mandan, An- 
kara, and Hidatsa tribes along the Missouri river. 

MISCELLANEOUS HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 

Under this heading are listed certain activities of state his- 
torical societies which have not already been mentioned. Doubt- 
less many pages could be filled with a survey of the activities of 
county and other local historical agencies and with notices of 
other events of interest if the data were available or space al- 
lowed. 

The papers read before the Minnesota Historical Society at 
meetings during the past year have already been listed in noting 
the contents of the Bulletin. The State Historical Society of 
Iowa has materially increased its membership since July, 1914, 
and has enlarged the shelf room of its library by adding a num- 
ber of steel bookstacks. A bronze tablet made from metal re- 
covered from the battleship Maine has recently been placed in 
the rooms of the society by the Pilgrim chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Eevolution of Iowa City. At Des Moines the 
Historical Department of Iowa was host to a meeting of the pio- 
neer editors of Iowa in October, 1914. Miss Alice Marple of 
the department staff is devoting much of her time to the prep- 
aration of a bibliography of publications by Iowa authors. The 
work of classifying and arranging the public archives of Iowa 
is proceeding steadily under the direction of Mr. C. C. Stiles. 

The secretary of the State Historical Society of Missouri 
writes that a "heartier welcome and a greater appreciation of 
the work being attempted by the State Historical Society has 
been present during the past two years than ever before." The 
society has been active in encouraging the study of Missouri his- 
tory by clubs and other organizations and ' ' is striving to bring 
the history of Missouri to all Missourians." At St. Louis the 
Missouri Historical Society library is being used more and more 
for historical and genealogical research, and the society is en- 
deavoring to interest the teachers and pupils in the public 
schools in the history of St. Louis and Missouri. On April 13, 
there was an observance of the anniversary of Thomas Jeffer- 
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son's birthday. A tablet in memory of the pioneers of Missouri 
was unveiled in the building of the society on February 16, 1915. 
The Kansas State Historical Society has received two special 
donations, one of one thousand dollars from Jonathan E. Pecker 
of New Hampshire, and the other of five hundred dollars from 
John Booth of Kansas. The work of the Nebraska State His- 
torical Society during the next two years will no doubt center 
in the preparations for the proposed celebration of the semi- 
centennial of the admission of Nebraska into the union in March, 
1917. A large committee has been appointed to draw up plans 
for an elaborate celebration, and subcommittees on particular 
features have already been named. In cooperation with the 
free library commission, the Department of History of South 
Dakota is about to undertake the reorganization and cataloging 
of the state library. 

Dan Blbebt Clash 
Ts:e State Histobical Society op Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 



